
The Hawaiian strum
Students will learn a common strumming pattern 
sometimes called “the Hawaiian strum”.
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Lesson

30

1 Revision – chord playing 21

Here students can revise the C, F and G7 chord positions.

2 Song: chords – Sanibonani v1

Students can practise their C, F and G7 chords with a slower strum in this version of 
the song.

3 Instructional video – Hawaiian strum

This video explains a common strumming pattern, sometimes called the Hawaiian 
strum. It’s important to tell the students that this is not necessarily just for Hawaiian 
music - it is used in all styles.

4 Chord playing 26 – Hawaiian Strum 1

This exercise is designed to help students master the strumming pattern, beginning 
slowly and increasing in speed a couple of times.

5 Chord playing 27 – Hawaiian Strum 2

Here the students play the Hawaiian strum and change chords slowly.

6 Song: chords – Sanibonani v2

Here students apply the Hawaiian strum to the Sanibonani song that they should 
already know.

In this lesson, you will want to make the point that “the Hawaiian strum” is just a name for 
this strumming pattern. It is not necessarily from Hawaii or only used in that type of music. 

Students will struggle with this concept at first, so the instructional video and the exercises 
are designed to help them master this step by step. 
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Chord playing 26 - Hawaiian strum 1 Student
achievement
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1.1 -  #1 Am7 Chord

Chord Playing Exercises
10 Lessons - 3 exercises per lesson

Fun Music Company Ukulele Program

/
4 bar intro
Play 4X
4 bar break/bridge
Play 4X

1.2 #2 C7 Chord

/
4 bar intro
Play 4X
4 bar break/bridge
Play 4X

1.3  #3 C7 Chord, one strum per beat

/ ∑ ∑

/
4 bar intro
Play 4X
4 bar break/bridge
Play 4X

2.1- #4 C7 Chord

/
4 bar intro
Play 4X
4 bar break/bridge
Play 4X

2.2 #5 F Chord
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Intro, then 2X through

7.2 #23 Down and Up Strumming 2

/
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7.3. #24 Down and Up Strumming 3 DUDUDUD - C-C7-F-F
Intro, then 4X through

/

8.1 #25 Off beat Strumming Variation 1 - DU  D    C-C7-F-F
Intro, then 4X through

/

4 bar intro
Play 4X
break/bridge
Play 4X
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1 Revision – chord playing 21

Here students can revise the C, F and G7 chord positions.

2 Song: chords – Sanibonani v1

Students can practise their C, F and G7 chords with a slower strum in this version of 
the song.

3 Instructional video – Hawaiian strum

This video explains a common strumming pattern, sometimes called the Hawaiian 
strum. It’s important to tell the students that this is not necessarily just for Hawaiian 
music - it is used in all styles.

4 Chord playing 26 – Hawaiian Strum 1

This exercise is designed to help students master the strumming pattern, beginning 
slowly and increasing in speed a couple of times.

5 Chord playing 27 – Hawaiian Strum 2

Here the students play the Hawaiian strum and change chords slowly.

6 Song: chords – Sanibonani v2

Here students apply the Hawaiian strum to the Sanibonani song that they should 
already know.
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Chord playing 26 - Hawaiian strum 1 Student
achievement
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1.1 -  #1 Am7 Chord

Chord Playing Exercises
10 Lessons - 3 exercises per lesson

Fun Music Company Ukulele Program

/
4 bar intro
Play 4X
4 bar break/bridge
Play 4X

1.2 #2 C7 Chord

/
4 bar intro
Play 4X
4 bar break/bridge
Play 4X

1.3  #3 C7 Chord, one strum per beat

/ ∑ ∑

/
4 bar intro
Play 4X
4 bar break/bridge
Play 4X

2.1- #4 C7 Chord

/
4 bar intro
Play 4X
4 bar break/bridge
Play 4X

2.2 #5 F Chord
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7.2 #23 Down and Up Strumming 2
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7.3. #24 Down and Up Strumming 3 DUDUDUD - C-C7-F-F
Intro, then 4X through

/

8.1 #25 Off beat Strumming Variation 1 - DU  D    C-C7-F-F
Intro, then 4X through

/

4 bar intro
Play 4X
break/bridge
Play 4X

8.2 #26 Hawaiian strum #1
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Ukulele lesson #30 continued
Chord playing 27 - Hawaiian strum 2
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8.2 #27 Hawaiian strum #2
Intro, then 2X through

/
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intro
Play 4X
break/bridge
Play 4X

9.1 #28 G chord

/
intro
Play 4X
break/bridge
Play 4X

9.2 #29 G and C chords
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8.2 #27 Hawaiian strum #2
Intro, then 2X through

/

/

/

/
intro
Play 4X
break/bridge
Play 4X

9.1 #28 G chord

/
intro
Play 4X
break/bridge
Play 4X
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8.2 #27 Hawaiian strum #2
Intro, then 2X through

/
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/
intro
Play 4X
break/bridge
Play 4X

9.1 #28 G chord

/
intro
Play 4X
break/bridge
Play 4X

9.2 #29 G and C chords
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8.2 #27 Hawaiian strum #2
Intro, then 2X through

/
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/
intro
Play 4X
break/bridge
Play 4X

9.1 #28 G chord

/
intro
Play 4X
break/bridge
Play 4X

9.2 #29 G and C chords
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1.1 -  #1 Am7 Chord

Chord Playing Exercises
10 Lessons - 3 exercises per lesson

Fun Music Company Ukulele Program

/
4 bar intro
Play 4X
4 bar break/bridge
Play 4X

1.2 #2 C7 Chord

/
4 bar intro
Play 4X
4 bar break/bridge
Play 4X

1.3  #3 C7 Chord, one strum per beat

/ ∑ ∑

/
4 bar intro
Play 4X
4 bar break/bridge
Play 4X

2.1- #4 C7 Chord

/
4 bar intro
Play 4X
4 bar break/bridge
Play 4X

2.2 #5 F Chord
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Ukulele lesson #30 continued
Chord playing 27 - Hawaiian strum 2
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8.2 #27 Hawaiian strum #2
Intro, then 2X through

/
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intro
Play 4X
break/bridge
Play 4X

9.1 #28 G chord
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intro
Play 4X
break/bridge
Play 4X
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8.2 #27 Hawaiian strum #2
Intro, then 2X through
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Play 4X
break/bridge
Play 4X

9.1 #28 G chord
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Play 4X
break/bridge
Play 4X
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8.2 #27 Hawaiian strum #2
Intro, then 2X through
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Play 4X
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9.1 #28 G chord
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Play 4X
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8.2 #27 Hawaiian strum #2
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1.1 -  #1 Am7 Chord

Chord Playing Exercises
10 Lessons - 3 exercises per lesson

Fun Music Company Ukulele Program

/
4 bar intro
Play 4X
4 bar break/bridge
Play 4X

1.2 #2 C7 Chord

/
4 bar intro
Play 4X
4 bar break/bridge
Play 4X

1.3  #3 C7 Chord, one strum per beat

/ ∑ ∑

/
4 bar intro
Play 4X
4 bar break/bridge
Play 4X

2.1- #4 C7 Chord

/
4 bar intro
Play 4X
4 bar break/bridge
Play 4X

2.2 #5 F Chord
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Vocal

UKulele chords

Sa ni- bo- na- - ni "good day!" Sa ni- bo- na- ni "good af ter- noon!"-

q = 120

C F C G7

Vocal

Chords

Sa ni- bo- na- - ni "how do you do?" Sa ni- bo- na- ni- means "I see you!"

5

C F C G7 C

Vocal

Chords

Sa ni- bo- na- ni Sa ni- bo- na- - ni Sa ni- bo- na- ni- "wel come- friends!"

9
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Vocal

Chords

Sa ni- bo- na- ni- Sa ni- bo- na- ni- Sa ni- bo- na- ni wave your hands.
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C F C G7 C
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Sanibonani
Fun Music Company Ukulele Curriculm - Ensemble Song #4

Chords variation 2
Words & Music by 

Carol Troutman Wiggins [ASCAP]
Arranged by The Fun Music Company
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Fun Music Company Ukulele Curriculum - Ensemble Song #4

Ukulele chords


